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What's New?
J A N U A R Y  A T  T H E  L I B R A R Y

It's a new year! What are you looking forward to

in 2021? Need help accomplishing some of your

New Year's Resolutions? Maybe we can help!

We've got lots of fun activities we're looking

forward to, as well as some great resources

offered exclusively to you. Take a look inside

and see what we're up to at Harrisburg District

Library!  For more information, check out

www.harrisburglibrary.org or call 

(618) 253-7455.

The Monthly Bookmark
The Harrisburg Library Newsletter

http://www.harrisburglibrary.org/


New Year's Resolutions seem so exciting during January, but by February

and March, how many of us actually stick with those initial goals? That

doesn't mean resolutions can't be accomplished, though. To ensure you'll

reach your goals, try following these guidelines:

Accomplish Your Goals
S E T T I N G  A N D  F U L F I L L I N G  Y O U R  R E S O L U T I O N S
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Be Realistic

Don't set impossible goals for yourself. Know your limits and start small! If you

accomplish it quickly, you'll feel even more fulfilled and motivated to work

towards another goal.

Be Balanced

Don't let your goal consume all of your time. If that's all you focus on, it will

soon become more of a chore and you'll feel less inclined to work toward it.

Shake up your routine with other activities as a break from it.

Get a Goal Buddy

A goal is more fun when you've got good company! Set a goal with a friend

and encourage one another to keep going.



Practice Makes Perfect H O W  C A N  I  L E A R N ?

When to practice depends on your

schedule, but there's a variety of

ways you can do it. You can

choose a few words each day to

practice in your daily routine, or

you can take time to sit down and

study; whether it's 5 minutes a day

or over an hour, every bit counts.

Just be consistent! Try different

methods and see what feels right

for you. If you see an opportunity

to practice with someone, go for

it! Don't be afraid to make a

mistake, learn from them!
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Learning a Language
A  B E G I N N E R ' S  G U I D E
One common New Year's Resolution is

learning a new language. It's also hard to

stick with it if you don't have a plan to carry

you through! What language should you

choose? How will you learn it? When should

you practice it?

What language to start with is up to you!

Maybe you have relatives or friends who

speak a different language that you'd like to

connect better with, or maybe you'd like to

travel to another country one day and want

to be able to speak the native language.

Pick a language and give it a try! If it doesn't

suit you, try a different language.

Try using online resources like Mango

Languages. It's a fun, interactive

experience that keeps track of your

progress for you, and adds cultural notes

so you can learn more about the people

who speak it. Mango offers +70 world

languages to choose from, 20+ ESL

(English as a Second Language) courses,

and over 500 language learning

resources! If you have a Harrisburg

District Library card, it's all free to you.

Click
here!

https://learn.mangolanguages.com/login?gymToken=MzM3MTIzYTNhNmI2MDNlZWQ6dXVpZD0tMSxleHA9MTYyNDM5MjgxNyxpcD0wLHVybD0xLGE9MjU3NSxjbGllbnRfaXA9NjQuODMuMjQ3LjE1MCxyZWZlcnJlcj0=&r=https%3A%2F%2Fharrisburglibrary.org%2F
https://learn.mangolanguages.com/login?gymToken=MzM3MTIzYTNhNmI2MDNlZWQ6dXVpZD0tMSxleHA9MTYyNDM5MjgxNyxpcD0wLHVybD0xLGE9MjU3NSxjbGllbnRfaXA9NjQuODMuMjQ3LjE1MCxyZWZlcnJlcj0=&r=https%3A%2F%2Fharrisburglibrary.org%2F


Our virtual programs are fun, free, and there's

something for all ages; perfect for families!

V I R T U A L  S T O R Y  T I M E  W I T H
M I S S  E M I L Y
Wednesdays, 11:00 AM, Live on Facebook

Children ages 0-5 years old will love singing,

dancing, and reading along with Miss Emily

for Virtual Story Time! Watch it live on

Facebook or watch a recording later on

our website, Youtube, and social media

accounts.

N A T I O N A L  T R I V I A  D A Y
Monday, January 4th, 6:00 PM

Celebrate National Trivia Day with us! Teens

and adults are welcome to join us as Miss

Krys hosts live trivia on our Facebook page.

The winner of trivia will receive a $10 gift

card to a local business!

V I R T U A L  A R T  S H O W
January 1-31st online

Check out the artwork of talented local

artists of all ages and styles! These pieces

will be viewable all month, so take a look on

our website and social media to see the

virtual art gallery and show your support from

the comfort of home!

Family Fun
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We are still hosting Project Next Generation! We have converted this

after-school program to a take-and-make format with activities that can

be done at home as you follow along with our videos. 

The Future is Now!
E X P L O R E  T H E  P O S S I B I L I T I E S  W I T H  P N G
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Do you have a child that is in 5th-8th grade? Inspire them

with this fun, at-home, educational program!

This program is for kids in grades 5th-8th. Your child can learn while

doing fun projects that stimulate interest in STEM (science, technology,

engineering, and math) concepts, while also developing critical thinking

and problem solving skills. Project Next Generation is made possible by a

grant through Illinois State Library.

Check our social media and website throughout the month to see when

these take-home projects are available!



@harrisburgdistrictlibrary

harrisburglibrary.org

Harrisburg District Library, ILClick the
icons!

Here's a New Year's Resolution idea for you: set a goal

of how many books you want to read! Mr. Ray surpassed

his goal of reading 50 books in 2020! How many books

will you read in 2021?

#ReadingGoals

Staff Picks
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Need something good to read? See our weekly book recommendations on our

Facebook page, and our monthly book recommendations on our website!

Ms. Emily has read almost 200 books in 2020! Pretty

amazing, right? Don't forget, in addition to adult fiction

and nonfiction, she also loves reading picture books! How

many picture books could you read in a year?

Picture This!

This year, Ms. Lisa really enjoyed reading “The Mountains Sing” by

Nguyễn Phan Quế Mai. She says, "I like this multigenerational tale

set against the backdrop of the Vietnam War. Reading The

Mountains Sing gives the readers an inside look on what the Tran

family endured and how they survived it. My family originated from

Vietnam but speak little about the life they had there. This novel

sparked an interest in my family history."

Inspiring Reads

https://www.instagram.com/harrisburgdistrictlibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/harrisburgdistrictlibrary/
http://harrisburglibrary.org/
https://youtube.com/channel/UCKU_hSp0UfCBCdGEKqvLTYQ
http://harrisburglibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/harrisburgdistrictlibrary/
http://harrisburglibrary.org/


Want to become a better plant owner in 2021?

Don't worry, you can succeed! First, try reviewing

some indoor plant basics.

Save Your Houseplants
T U R N  Y O U R  T H U M B  G R E E N

Is your plant getting too much

light or not enough? That can

make all the difference!

Research what kind of light your

plants need and find the best

spot for them. This illustration

from www.apartmentguide.com

explains the different kinds of

light you get in your home. Not

every plant likes the same

amount of light!
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For more tips on caring for indoor plants, check out

L I G H T I N G  S O L U T I O N S

Houseplants: The Complete Guide to Choosing,

Growing, and Caring for Indoor Plants

by Lisa Eldred Steinkopf

If you want to start fresh with an indoor plant,

stop by the library on January 10th and pick up

a free Houseplant Starter in celebration of

National Houseplant Appreciation Day!

Available while supplies last.

https://www.apartmentguide.com/blog/low-light-houseplants/
https://search.illinoisheartland.org/search/title.aspx?ctx=56.1033.0.0.3&pos=1&cn=3573841
https://www.apartmentguide.com/blog/low-light-houseplants/
https://search.illinoisheartland.org/search/title.aspx?ctx=56.1033.0.0.3&pos=1&cn=3573841
https://search.illinoisheartland.org/search/title.aspx?ctx=56.1033.0.0.3&pos=1&cn=3573841


Calling All Artists!
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H O U S E P L A N T  C A R E  T R A C K E R

M
O
N

T
U
E

W
E
D

T
H
U

F
R
I

S
A
T

S
U
N

List your plants here and track when
you care for and water them!

Notes:
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Event Calendar
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1
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Event Calendar
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1
VIRTUAL STORY TIME | Live on Wednesdays, 

11:00–11:45 am 

Children ages birth to five will enjoy stories and songs

with Miss Emily, the Children's Librarian. Learn reading

and interaction skills. The live broadcast will take

place on our Facebook page, and recordings will be

viewable later on our social media, Youtube, and our

website. Take and make kits for each Story Time kids

will be available while supplies last.

Themes:

January 6th: Dragons & Letter Q

January 13th: Time for Soup & Letter R

January 20th: Pete the Cat & Letter S

January 27th: Things That Go & Letter T

TAKE AND MAKE KITS | Available each week

Stop by to pick up a fun craft or activity that can be

done at home! The following kits will be available

starting on the dates listed while supplies last. These

activities are subject to change.

January 4th: DIY Birdfeeders

January 10th: Houseplant Starters

January 11th: Adult Simmering Smells Kit

January 18th: Winnie the Pooh Day Craft

January 25th: Mini Organizer

VIRTUAL BROWN BAGS & BOOKS | Live on Facebook

Wednesday, January 27, 12:00-1:00 PM

This month’s presentation will be a discussion

of Lookaway, Lookaway by Wilton Barnhardt. The

discussion will be led by Roger Lyons. This video will

be streamed live over Facebook so anyone watching

can interact and ask questions!

LAWYER IN THE LIBRARY | Saturday, January 9, 10:30

AM-12:30 PM

Attorney Nina Brown is hosting Lawyer in the Library.

This initiative allows for free 20-minute meetings to

assist you with legal coaching, document review,

referrals to additional community services, and legal

questions. There are no fees or preregistration. Just

bring any paperwork that relates to your matter.

FACEBOOK LIVE TRIVIA FOR TEENS & ADULTS | See Page

4

VIRTUAL ART SHOW | See Page 4

VIRTUAL SKETCH CLUB VIDEO | 

Video available on Saturday, January 23

Join Miss Makenzie for Virtual Sketch Club! Follow

along as you watch from home, brushing up on your skills

and learning new techniques. Materials to go with this

free class will be available at the library. This video will

be viewable on our social media, Youtube, and on our

website.

WINTER READING CHALLENGE | December 1 - February

26

This challenge gives you a great excuse to make

a cup of hot chocolate and cozy up with a good book. 

 On the final day, join us for a Zoom meeting to discuss

our challenge books, and win prizes. This challenge is

designed to give you the opportunity to discover new

books, authors, and genres; so have fun and broaden your

horizons.  Stop by the library to pick up your list of tasks

or download it from our website.

BOOK SALE | Open during normal business hours

Come to the library to fill a bag with books and make a

donation. The book sale is located downstairs in our

bookstore. Make your monetary donation at the front

desk.

Online Resources

HOOPLA

Download ebooks, audiobooks, comics, movies, music,

and TV series on your phone, tablet, and more for free

using your library card! To sign up, go to

hoopladigital.com or download the app on

your device.

MANGO LANGUAGES

Learn a new language using Mango Languages! Mango

uses comprehensive activities to teach and train you to

speak any of the 70+ world languages offered, along with

over 500 language learning

resources. There are also 20+ ESL courses, all for free

using your library card. Head over to

mangolanguages.com to get started!

The library will be closed on New Years Day.


